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Unit Focus

In this unit, students will learn how environmental changes such as severe weather, abuse/proper use of the environment and caring for all of
our worldsÂ' creatures can affect a community. In reading, instruction will focus on identifying features of a non-fiction text, conveying and
gaining information through diagrams and effective use of a dictionary and/or glossary. In writing, students will continue to strengthen their
narrative writing skills, as well as participate in a research project focusing on endangered animals. Skill instruction in this theme includes a
focus on word ending patterns, the Â-air, -are, -aw and Â-augh spelling patterns and correct spelling of plural words (including both regular and
irregular plurals). In addition, students will practice producing, expanding, and rearranging sentences. The usage of adjectives and adverbs to
enhance written pieces will continue to be emphasized. Primary instructional materials for this unit include: Almost Gone: The WorldÂ's Rarest
Animals by Steve Jenkins, the A to Z book Severe Weather, Will We Miss Them?: Endangered Species by Alexandra Wright, The Horrible,
Horrible Hurricane by Dee Andolpho Shockley, The Boy Who Harnassed the Wind by William Kamkwamba and The Adventures of a Plastic
Bottle by Alison Inches. Whole class read-alouds include: The Treasure by Uri Shulevitz, The Raft by Jim LaMarche, Recycle by Gail Gibbons, and
Energy Island by Allan Drummond.

Stage 1: Desired Results - Key Understandings
Established Goals Transfer

Common Core
English Language Arts: 2

Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English
grammar and usage when writing or
speaking. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.2.1
Determine or clarify the meaning of
unknown and multiple-meaning words
and phrases based on grade 2 reading

T1 (T1) Teacher Lens: Students will be able to comprehend and engage with a variety of
texts in order to become independent, critical thinkers.
T2 (T20) Student Lens: Active readers think critically about what they read.
T3 (T2) Teacher lens: Students will be able to thoughtfully produce text for a broad range of
audiences, purposes and tasks.
T4 (T21) Student lens: Powerful writers think critically about what they write.
T5

Thematic:  Students will be able to understand  how communities operate, change and grow,
and will discover their roles as contributing members of a community.
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and content, choosing flexibly from an
array of strategies. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.L.2.4
Read with sufficient accuracy and
fluency to support comprehension.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.2.4
Know and use various text features (e.g.,
captions, bold print, subheadings,
glossaries, indexes, electronic menus,
icons) to locate key facts or information
in a text efficiently. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.2.5
Explain how specific images (e.g., a
diagram showing how a machine works)
contribute to and clarify a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.7
Participate in shared research and
writing projects (e.g., read a number of
books on a single topic to produce a
report; record science observations).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.7
Recall information from experiences or
gather information from provided
sources to answer a question. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.2.8

Meaning

Understandings Essential Questions

U1 (U200) Effective readers use appropriate
strategies (as needed) to construct meaning
from texts.
U2 (U301) Effective readers use strategies
efficiently to locate, integrate, and evaluate
content from diverse sources for various
purposes.
U3 (U601) To be effective, writing
(arguments, explanatory, narrative) must be
supported with sound evidence, sufficient
detail, and/or valid reasoning.
U4 (U800) Effective researchers select
among the multiple sources of information
based upon their purpose, task, and
audience.
U5 (U801) Clear and focused questions help
researchers find desired information and
refine the topic/thesis statement.
U6 (U802) Effective research involves a
recursive inquiry process.
U7 (U803) There are clear rules and laws for
acknowledging and documenting sources
that have influenced production of the task.
U8 (U804) Effective researchers evaluate the
credibility and accuracy of information.
U9

Thematic:  The way people interact with their
environment affect the development and
sustainability of the area.

Q1 (Q202) How do I figure out the meaning of
unknown terminology? (K-12)
Q2 (Q203) What do I notice about the look of
this text (e.g., text features, text structure)?
How does this help me get ready to read? (K-
12)
Q3 (Q602) How do I make my writing easy to
understand? (K-2) How do I make my writing
interesting, engaging, and effective given my
audience and purpose? (3-12)
Q4 (Q603) Why do I think this? (K-1) How do I
support my ideas when writing in this
particular genre? (2-12)
Q5 (Q800) What do I want to know/learn
about this topic? (K-12) What questions
would my audience have about this topic?
How might I address them? (3-12)
Q6 (Q803) How do I organize and synthesize
information? (3-12)
Q7 (Q804) Can this source be trusted? (4-12)
Q8 (Q805) How do I make sense of sources
that present different views? (4-12)
Q9 (Q807) Why and how should I document
my sources? (2-12)
Q10

Thematic:  How are people affected by the
environment?

Q11

Thematic:  What impact do people have on
an environment?

Acquisition of Knowledge and Skill

Knowledge Skills

S1
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Produce, expand and rearrange sentences

 

S2

Identify and use text features such as bold
type, headings and maps to gain meaning
from the text

S3

Gain information about a text using the table
of contents

S4

Write definitions found in a  glossary

S5

Read a variety of sources on the topic of
endangered animals in order to create a
multimedia presentation that demonstrates
their knowledge

S6

Apply grade level phonics skills.
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